
ConneCtion

Administrators
Mr. Jose L. Hernandez 

Principal

Geronimo Mulholland
Assistant Principal 

Curriculum & Instruction

Michael Richardson
Assistant Principal Attendance 

& Discipline

Theresa Gersbach
Assistant Principal

Kenneth Andiorio
Activities Coordinator

Barron Collier 
High School

5600 Cougar Drive
Naples, FL  34109

Tel:  239.377.1200
Fax:  239.377.1201

J A N U A R Y

2 0 1 6

www.bch.collierschools.com

A Message from the Principal

Cougar

...continued on next page

Contact Us
Main Office – 377-1200 
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Activities Office – 377-1228

Attendance Office – 377-1260 
Discipline Office – 377-1261 
Adult Education – 377-1234

Cafeteria – 377-1212

Dear Barron Collier Family,
 I hope your Holidays were special, and you found time to relax and enjoy visiting 
with friends and loved ones.  The Holidays are a favorite time for me and my family, and 
on behalf of “The Hernandez’s,” we wish you a very Happy New Year!!!
 As of the writing of this Principal’s Message, Barron Collier High School is anticipated 
to be an “A” school once again, but the State Board of Education has not made a final 
determination on this matter… regardless, we have amazing Students, Faculty & Staff, 
and Parents/Community - together, we have achieved greatness no matter what formula 
the state decides to use!!!  What a wonderful way to go into the New Year.  One Team, 
One Mission! 
 Mid-Term Exams went very well and I hope all of our students did their very best.  
Many thanks to our teachers, support staff, and testing coordinator for ensuring that 
every student was provided every opportunity to succeed.  Should parents have any 
questions concerning their child’s first semester academic performance, please contact 
their guidance counselor and/or Assistant Principal for Curriculum & Instruction.  
Students who were absent and missed the opportunity to take a Mid-Term Exam, must 
make arrangements with their teacher immediately upon their return to school.
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Principal’s Message continued...

As we begin 2nd Semester, it is critical for ALL students to continue to work 
hard in preparation for Florida Standards Assessments in Reading & Writing, 
Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology, U.S. History, FCAT Retakes, 
Advanced Placement and AICE Exams, as well as passing all of their courses.  
Student attendance and good behavior are also essential for success.  Please 
know that we at Barron Collier High School want to work with our students 
and parents to provide the best education possible.  

I want to remind you that our academic programs, career academies, elective 
courses, activities, athletics, and clubs are a shining example of what it means 
to be a Cougar.  Respect, self-leadership, hard work, dedication, and teamwork 
are some of the characteristics which have created a long tradition of high 
achievement and success at Barron Collier.

I invite you to join us as a volunteer, fan, and/or corporate sponsor for any 
of our many activities and programs.  Please visit our web-site http://bch.
collierschools.com to learn more about our school, our staff, and the many 
programs we offer. 

Thank you, and join us as we continue to build our traditions in the spirit of 
“BC Nation.”

Respectfully,
Jose L. Hernandez, Principal
Barron Collier High School

Reminders
Delivery of non-school related items, e.g. balloons, 
flowers, birthday cakes, candy, etc.  WILL 
NOT be accepted by the Reception Office.  

In addition:  

Parents: if you are dropping off or bringing 
lunch, food, drink for your child, we can 
only accept those items for YOUR OWN 
CHILD only!  Deliveries for anyone else will 
not be accepted.

Students: If you are bringing in lunch, food, drink, snacks, etc, you may only 
bring the items in for yourself!  Please adhere to this policy.  Thank you!   

Reminders!

Electronic Devices 
at School

Personal electronic devices including, 
but not limited to, cell phones, tape 
cassette players/recorders, CD/
DVD players, MP3 players (e.g. 
iPods), electronic games, pagers, 
cameras etc. are to be powered off 
during scheduled class time unless 
permission for their use is granted 
by the classroom teacher.  They may 
be used during lunch period and 
between classes.  During these times, 
for privacy and safety purposes, no 
open speakers are allowed.   Barron 
Collier High School supports “Bring 
Your Own Device”.
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The Cougar Café
 The Cougar Cafe provides food and drink for breakfast and lunch. Students 
who qualify for free/reduced lunch may pick up an application in the Main 
Office. All students have an account and use their I.D. card to make cafeteria 
purchases.  Checks should be made payable to Barron G. Collier High School.  
For 2015-2016 breakfast is free and lunch will cost $2.25.  A la Cart are available 
for a cost with both meals.  Students are not allowed to leave campus during 
lunch.  Parents are asked not to bring treats or plan for a party for their student 
during the lunch period.

Academic Booster Club
 The Barron Collier High School Academic Booster Club is looking forward to 
a successful year!  Our role is to support the students and staff in academics.  We 
provide funding for academic clubs, Rewards Days for students with a 3.5 GPA, 
teacher appreciation days and scholarships to some of our seniors.  We support 
the National Honor Society with their free tutoring for students in the Media 
Center Monday - Thursday after school.  Our meetings for parents are on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 9am in room 161 (right before the media 
center).  Donations are a key to our 
success.  If you are interested in making 
a donation please pick up a donation 
form in the guidance office.  If you 
have any questions or would like 
additional information please e-mail 
us at bchsacademicboosterclub@
yahoo.com.

http://kipnis4college.com
http://collieroralsurgery.com
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BCHS Student Dress and Grooming Policy
 The following is the “Dress and Grooming Policy” of BCHS.  It uses The CCPS Code 
of Student Conduct as a guideline.  We ask that parents and students take time to read this 
policy and follow its direction. 
  Students and parents need to be aware of the importance of good grooming and its 
influence upon the learning environment.  Since the home provides the funds,   guidance, and 
upkeep of student’s clothing worn in school, it is the responsibility of the parents.  Appropriate 
dress and grooming should reflect modesty.  The following dress and grooming requirements 
are to be followed by all students:

a. Safe footwear shall be worn at all times.  No rubber flip-flops or bedroom slippers shall 
be worn.  

b. Halter tops, tube tops, short shorts, muscle shirts, midriff or backless shirts and blouses 
shall not be worn. Shoulder coverings must be at least two inches in width.  Tops must 
be three inches below the waistband or remain tucked in order that the midriff area is not 
exposed.  No bare skin should be exposed at the waist or abdomen area. Clothing must 
cover the chest area to ensure that cleavage is not exposed.  

c. Hair shall be clean and neatly groomed.  Hair color and style shall not interfere with the 
educational process in the reasonable discretion of the Principal or designee.  

d. Hats or other head coverings shall not be worn during the school day.  Hats that are 
worn to school are to be kept in the student’s locker during the school day.  Exceptions 
may be made by the Principal for head coverings worn for religious purposes. 
Altered clothing, unbuttoned and ill-fitted garments are often too revealing and are not 
appropriate for school.  Ill-fitted garments include, but are not limited to, garments that 
are too small so as to reflect immodesty or too large so as to appear to be falling off the 
body.  Transparent, mesh or see through clothing may not be worn if they are too revealing 
or worn without other appropriate clothing underneath.

e. Clothing shall be free of inflammatory, suggestive or other inappropriate writing, 
advertisement, or artwork. These include those that promote tobacco, alcohol and drug 
use or distribution.

f. The wearing or display of flags on our campuses has historically and currently caused 
dissension     and a potentially unsafe and hostile learning environment for our students.  
In an effort to provide safe schools and prevent potential disruption, the following flags 
are the only ones that may be displayed  and/or worn on Collier County Public Schools 
campuses and at off campus school-related activities:  (1) the United States and POW/
MIA flags; (2) the State of Florida flag; and (3) official school flags.  In addition, any 
related symbols may not be displayed or worn on campus and at off campus school-related 

http://www.weatherworks.com/mathworks.html
http://reedorthodonticsnaples.com
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activities. Exceptions to this rule may be made for national flags on special 
occasions or in designated areas consistent with the learning objectives of the 
district and at the Discretion of the principal.  This rule applies to BCHS 
students at all school sponsored activities.

g. Body adornment (i.e., jewelry which pierce flesh) in any visible body part 
other than the ears shall not be displayed if such display presents a health or 
safety issue or if such adornment interferes with the educational process

h. The length of skirts/dresses and shorts shall reflect modesty and good taste and 
be monitored by regulations enforced at each school.  If the student’s fingertips 
touch skin when the arms are held straight at the sides, then the clothing item 
is too short and may not be worn. 

i. Costumes, sleepwear or other clothing/adornment that creates a distraction is 
not permitted.

j. Shorts/pants must be fitted or cinched so as not to slip below the waist.
Gang clothing, symbols, or other items associated with gangs may not be worn, 
displayed or carried.

 Disciplinary Action: Students in violation should expect to be asked to 
correct the violation and be issued a detention.  If the violation cannot be 
corrected and creates a true disruption to the education of students, the student 
may be sent to ISS so that a call home can be made to request a change of 
clothing.  If this is not possible, the student will be expected to remain in ISS for 
the remainder of the day.

Tardy Policy
 Students are expected to arrive at all 
classes on time.  Any student who is not 
in their classroom at the sound of a tardy 
bell is considered to be tardy.  All tardy 
students are to report to the Attendance 
& Discipline to receive a pass before going 
to class.  The only acceptable excuses for 
tardiness are the same as those that excuse 
an absence, i.e. pre-arranged religious 
instruction or holiday, written statement 
from a licensed/practicing doctor or 
dentist, emergency conditions approved 
by administration, death in the family, or 
court ordered absence.  All other tardiness 
will result in the following consequences:

• 1st – 5th tardy = Warning
• 6th – 10th = After School Detention
• 11th – 15th = Saturday School
• 16th + = OSS for Insubordination

 Phone calls or notes from parents do 
not excuse tardiness.  Placing the blame on 
a driver, oversleeping, car trouble, a failed 
alarm clock, missing the bus, etc. will 
not be accepted as excuses for tardiness. 
Tardiness of more than 10 minutes will be 
recorded as an absence.

http://OralSurgeryofNaples.com
http://floridacoastaldermatology.com
http://daveschool.com
http://daveschool.com
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 The Barron Collier High School 
counseling department takes pride in 
meeting individually with students 
and parents. Establishing a positive 
relationship with our BC students 
and their families is a priority.  We 
welcome your communication and are 
here to facilitate the academic, social 
and personal, and career counseling 
needs of your child.

Counselor for Grades 9 –12, (A–C), Full-time ESE
Mrs. Melissa Hunter, Director of Guidance & Counseling
hunterme@collierschools.com  377-1217

Counselor for Grades 9 –12, (D-J), ELL
Ms. Amanda Edson
edsona@collierschools.com
377-1225

Counselor for Grades 9 -12, (K-Q)
Mr. Eric Diegel
diegeler@collierschools.com
377-1223

Counselor for Grades 9-12, (R-Z)
Ms. Theresa Kalten
kaltenth@collierschools.com
377-1218

Guidance Secretary/Registrar ...............Mrs. Stephanie Yonge   377-1216
Data Entry ..........................................Ms. Pam Williams   377-1205

Exceptional Student Education
ESE Program/Intervention Specialist ...Mrs. Denyse Nickels   377-1211
ESE Secretary ......................................Mrs. Sue Cautero   377- 4671

Guidance Department

Scheduling Appointments with Your Counselor
 Students may schedule time with their assigned counselor by stopping by the Guidance office.  Appointments may also 
be made with a counselor via our secretarial staff or you may phone or email your counselor directly.  When a student makes 
a counselor appointment they should be mindful of the demands of their academic schedule.  The Guidance office is open 
without appointments to students every day during the lunch periods.  Students are also welcome and encouraged to meet 
with their counselor before and after school, minimizing time away from instruction.  Passes excusing a student from class 
will be issued to students when they set their counseling appointment.

*Purchase of one or more adult entree required. Only one $5 AGAVE DINING DOLLARS bill accepted per table. Multiple coupons cannot be combined. Not valid with
Groupon or any other discounts or special o�ers. Not valid for alcoholic beverages. Excludes tax and gratuity. OFFER VALID FOR DINE-IN ONLY BETWEEN 11:30 A.M. AND
7:30 P.M. Please note that AGAVE is closed Mondays through September 30. This $5 DINING DOLLARS bill expires May 31, 2016.

DINING
DOLLARS

5
AGAVE DINING DOLLARSTM can be spent like $500 cash* toward your 

next dine-in visit between the hours of 11:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 5$$

I N  F L A V O R  W E  T R U S T

TM

2380 Vanderbilt Beach Road 
www.AgaveNaples.com

239-598-3473

ZY

mailto:hunterme@collierschools.com
mailto:edsona@collierschools.com
mailto:diegeler@collierschools.com
mailto:kaltenth@collierschools.com
http://aplusskillstutoring.com
http://www.agavenaples.com
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Parent Volunteers 
 The Guidance & Counseling staff welcomes parent volunteers for copying, 
filing, and other general office support.  If you are a district Level 1 volunteer 
and are interested in helping in our office please contact Mrs. Stephanie Yonge at 
377-1216.  We appreciate you!  

BCHS College Information for Seniors and Parents
College Admissions Tests
 Reminder, if you have not taken a college admissions test (ACT, SAT, PERT) 
or you want to improve a score from a test taken in your junior year, there are 
several opportunities to do so this fall.  Check test schedules in Guidance and 
others posted around the building or go online to www.collegeboard.com or 
www.act.org.

Transcript Requests 
 Request forms are located in the bin on the counter as you enter guidance.
 Electronically - Transcripts going to state colleges, community colleges, and 
any of our Florida state universities (SUS) are sent electronically.  Students must 
complete the yellow transcript request form by checking off all the schools for 
which they are requesting official transcripts.  
 Sent by US Mail – Students must complete the transcript request form for 
private and out-of-state colleges by providing the college/university information 
the bottom portion of the form (3 requests per form).  Applications being 
completed via Common App, SENDedu, or any other application delivery tool 
will not require a physical transcript to be mailed.  In these cases, transcript will 
be sent electronically by the counselor.

Test Scores
 ACT and SAT scores are to be requested by you, through ACT and SAT, to 
be sent directly to colleges.  Request these online at  or.
 While a students’ highest ACT and SAT scores appear on their transcript, these 
are not used as official scores.  The BCHS Guidance Office is not responsible for 
sending your official test scores.

http://campbellbraces.com
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Recommendation from your Counselor
 Colleges & universities frequently require a counselor recommendation.  
Please submit recommendation forms to your counselor no less than two weeks 
prior to your college application deadline.  If the form requires any kind of written 
statement about you, attach your resume to the form along with a stamped 
addressed envelope before giving it to your counselor.
 **Check the form to make certain that all student information is filled in 
and that the form is signed, if applicable.  It is suggested that you waive your 
right to view the recommendation (gives more credibility in the eyes of the 
college). Online counselor recommendations are requested by the universities and 
colleges via email so know your counselor’s email address when completing your 
applications.

Excused, Validated, 
Unexcused, 
Credit Denial

 Good attendance is a key 
ingredient in assuring student success 
in school.  It is also required by law 
for all students who are under 16 years 
of age.  Parents are reminded to notify 
the school each day that your student 
is absent.  Excused absences are given 
if the reason for the absences is a 
medical appointment or for religious 
observance.  Medical appointments 
require a note from the attending 
physician in order to be accepted.  
Validated absences are given if the 
reason for the absence is a short illness 
or family matter for which the parent 
felt it necessary to keep their student 
from attending school.  A telephoned 
message from the parent to school 
is required for all absences absence. 
Parents are asked to call 377-1260 
to validate their student’s absence.  
Only send a note if a telephone call 
isn’t possible.  If no note or telephone 
call is received with 24 hours of the 
absence, or by the next school day, the 
absence will be recorded as unexcused.  
Students who are absent for 10 or more 
class periods in the same class, within a 
semester, are subject to possible credit 
denial, so make coming to school each 
day a top priority.  Parents will be 
notified by a phone message whenever 
their student is absent, regardless of 
any previous communication with the 
school.  They will also be notified by 
mail when their student is approaching 
possible credit denial.

Drama News
 The Barron Collier High School 
Drama Competition Team competed 
at The International Thespian Society 
District 6 Competition.  District 
6 covers 5 counties—Collier, Lee, 
Charlotte, Sarasota and Manatee 
County.    The competition includes 
25 schools and incorporates a variety 
of categories—Monologues, Scenes, 
Costume Design, Set Design, Costume 
Construction, Publicity Design, 
Playwriting—not to mention Musical 
events from Solo to Ensemble and 
the One Act Play competition.   All 
materials must be from scripted plays.

 It is a difficult task to obtain the 
top honors BUT Barron received 11 
Excellents, 14 Superior Ratings and 2 
of the top honors—Judge’s Choice for 
Monologues (Paul Kenzie) and the One 
Act Play!!  Barron Collier was selected 
to represent the District in for the One 
Act Plays (only 2 were selected) for the 
State Competition (Florida Thespians) 
in Tampa in April.  

“Go Cougars!”

Proud Supporter of
Barron Collier High School

http://physiciansregional.com
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Early Dismissal Procedures

 Due to the large number of telephone messages 
received during a school day, telephone messages 
requesting that your child be dismissed early for an 
appointment, my not be answered in time to honor 
your request.  Please follow these guidelines if your 
student needs to check out of school early for 
other appointments. 

1. Bring a note to the Attendance and Discipline 
Office before the start of the school day.  

2. The note should be signed by the student’s 
parent.  

3. The note should include the student’s name and 
ID number and the telephone number where 
the parent can be reached to verify the note.

4. The student will be given a pass to leave at the 
time requested.

5. If a parent is picking up the student, they 
may do so in front of the building, without 
having to come into the building to sign their 
student out.

Tracking Student Illness
 BC parents and students are reminded that, in the event that a 
student feels they are too ill to continue the school day, they should 
come to the Clinic to see our School Nurse, Mrs. Tracey Diddle, RN.  
The Clinic is located in the BC Attendance & Discipline Office.  

 We are concerned that too often, students contact their parents 
on their own to be “signed-out”. This prevents our nurse from having 
accurate health data for our school.  It also keeps the student from 
receiving the EXCUSED absence on their attendance record that Mrs. 
Diddle can provide.  

Regarding “Car Riders”
 When either dropping off your students in the morning or picking 
up your students at dismissal, parents are encouraged to use the 
appropriate lanes of traffic.  In the morning the west side drop off loop, 
in front of the school, or the car rider loop, on the east side of our 
school, are both available.  At dismissal, everyone is asked to use the car 
rider loop on the east side.  Traffic is restricted on the west side of school 
at dismissal. Please do not use the staff parking lot on the east side as 
a drop off area in the morning, as it can create some unsafe situations. 
Thank you to everyone for your cooperation.

http://westshoreoms.com
http://naples-csc.com
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Important Dates
January 14 – Distribution of Report Cards
January 18 – MLK Day – No School

February 5 – Interim Period Ends
February 12 – Distribution of Interim Reports
February 15 – President’s Day – No School

March 10 – End of Quarter 3
March 11 – Teacher Planning Day
March 14 – 18 – Spring Break
March 25 – No School Teachers & Students
March 30 – Distribution of Report Cards

April 12 – Early Release Day
April 27 – Interim Period Ends


